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RESERVES

Parameters regarding the astronomical quality of the night sky

It refers to the percentage of clear nights in the area. A minimum of
50% clear nights The percentage may correspond only to a specific 
period, in which case, the certification and advertisement of the location 
must specify such uniqueness.60%

Clear Skies

It regards the degree of perturbation caused by the lighting pollution on the 
natural conditions of night darkness in the location. It sets the limit of 
brightness or light generated in the sky by the artificial illumination which 
hides the light of the stars. A minimum astronomical magnitude is 
established of 21.4 in the visible (V).>21.4 mag/arcsec 2

Darkness of the sky

It is defined as the ability to distinguish two celestial objects very near to 
one another, such as binary stars. The limit acceptable for the Starlight 
Reserves implies that more than 50% of the nights this one is better than
1” in the excellent points of the core zone.≤ 1’’

Clarity (seeing)

The degree of transparency of a sky is related to the quality and 
characteristics of the atmosphere and its absorption level (extinction). It 
is a factor related directly with the number of celestial objects which we 
can see. A dark and clear sky will be full of stars. The threshold is 
established in more than 50% of the nights with an extinction in visible in
V < 0.15 mag. 

≤ 0,15mag 

Transparency


